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TRAI's RESPONSE
TO STAR

Implementation of Reference Interconnect Order
(RIO) dated 01.01.2020 by M/s Sar India Pvt.
Ltd. (SIPL)

TRAI notified the Telecommunication (Broadcasting
and Cable) Services Tariff Order, 2017 (Tariff Order 2017)
dated 03.03.2017 (Tariff Order, 2017). The said tariff order
has been further amended on 01.01.2020 vide the
Telecommunication (Broadcasting and
Cable) Services (Eighth) (Addressable .
Systems) Tariff (Second Amendment)

Order, 2020 (Tariff Amendment Order v
2020).

Some broadcasters and other TRAI
stakeholders challenged various provisions of Tariff
Amendment Order 2020, Interconnection Amendment
Regulations 2020 and QoSAmendment Regulations2020in
various High Courtsincluding in the Hon' ble High Court of
Bombay vide Writ Petition (L) No. 116 of 2020 and other
connected matters therewith.

Even though no ad-interim/interim orders were
passed by the Hon'ble Court restraining TRAI from
implementation of the amended Regul ations 2020 and Tariff
Amendment Order 2020, TRAI did not take any coercive
steps or measures to implement the said Regulations and
Tariff Order, asthe matter wasbeing heardin Hon' bleHigh
Court of Bombay.

TRAI has received representations from several
DPOs that they are in receipt of letter from M/s SIPL
intimating that the RIO dated 01.01.2020,
uploaded on M/s SIPL's website will be
effective from 01.10.2020 and the same
needs to be signed by DPOs. In their ™%
representations, it has al so been mentioned
that the said RIO isnot in compliance with
Tariff Amendment Order 2020.

The proceedings in the Hon'ble High Court of
Bombay in the above-mentioned matter are underway.
Further, the Hon’ble Court has not restrained any
stakeholder from implementing the amended Regulations
2020 and Tariff Amendment Order 2020.

Accordingly, the broadcasters, including M/s SIPL
have either maintained status quo by way of extension of
interconnection agreements entered with DPOs based on
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RIOs published by them prior to 01.01.2020 or have filed
RIOs as per the provisions of amended Regulations 2020
and Tariff Amendment Order 2020. The new RIOsfiled by
these broadcasters are fully compliant with the new
framework notified on 01.01.2020.

Therefore, M/s Star IndiaPvt. Ltd. ishereby advised
to maintain the status-quo asit was prior to 01.01.2020 and
withdraw their letters to DPOs vide which non-compliant
RIOs have been sought to be effected from 01.10.2020.
Alternatively, M/sSIPL, if it so wishes, file new RIOs as per
the provisions of amended Regulations 2020 and Tariff
Amendment Order 2020.

A compliancereport in thisregard may be furnished
to TRAI officeby 30.09.2020 failing which appropriate action
as per provisions of TRAI Act, 1997 shall beinitiated. B
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